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Reading Article GP2 

Article #1: Excerpt from “In the Shadow of the Pines”
by Karen K. Newell

A few days before school was to start Alfred and Prentice were crossing the road between 
Grandpa Bud’s cabin and their own.  They saw the Watkins Peddler pushing his cart down 
the road, and they waved their greeting and called “howdy” to him.  The peddler’s cart 
contained quite a conglomeration: scissors, pans, medicines, spices, needle and thread.  
If anyone would buy it, he would carry it.

During the Depression, more people were surviving on the barter system.  When you 
barter for goods, you don’t actually use money.  A farmer might exchange some eggs for 
some cloth to make curtains.  A person living in town might exchange curtains they had 
made for some eggs.  Of course, the peddler had to get some of the eggs and some of the 
cloth too.  Since many farmers had no cash, the Watkins Peddler Cart had expanded.  It 
now had crates on the side to hold chickens or geese, or hound puppies, or any other item 
that had been bartered for.

When the boys reached their yard, Mary Joy came skipping up to them.  “The peddler 
was here; the peddler was here,” she called.  The kids went into the house together and 
found Mama making lunch in the kitchen.  There was an old gunny sack on the table.

The children crowded around the table.  Out of the sack came two pairs of shoes, a girl’s 
pair and a boy’s pair.  They weren’t new, but they were still in fairly good condition.  

“They fit just great, and room to grow too,” chirped Velma as she tried her pair on. But 
there was more.  She had a pencil for Prentice.  He smiled at his mother.  With Alfred’s 
outgrown shoes and a pencil, he would now be ready for school too.

Was that it?  Was there nothing for the little three?  Mama looked at the little ones and 
pulled out three ripe peaches.

eT
OC
生徒
様以
外使
用禁
止


